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1.0 Purpose of this statement  
1.1 This statement has been published to demonstrate how Woking Borough 

Council has involved the public and its key partners in the Core Strategy 
process.  The Council had decided that public involvement will be at the heart 
of the process and this statement highlights how this has been achieved at 
each stage of the process. The Core Strategy has been prepared in 
accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) 
(England) Regulations 2004 and its subsequent amendments. It outlines who 
was consulted and how they were consulted. It also presents a summary of 
the main issues raised and explains how they have been addressed by the 
Council. 

 
1.2 This Consultation Statement is prepared in accordance with Regulation 27 of 

the Town and Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) 
Regulations 2004 (as amended) which requires the publication alongside the 
Proposed Submission Core Strategy, of a statement setting out the following: 

 
i) which bodies and persons were invited to make representations under 

regulation 25 (see appendix 1 for full list),  
ii) how those bodies and persons were invited to make such 

representations under regulation 25,  
iii) a summary of the main issues raised by those representations, and  
iv) how any representations made have been taken into account in the 

Development Plan Document.  
 
2.0 Stages of consultation for the Woking Borough Core Strategy 
 
2.1 A number of consultation and engagement exercises have been carried out 

as part of the Core Strategy preparation process. Table 1 summaries the key 
stages of the development of the Core Strategy. 

 
Table 1: Key stages in development of the Core Strategy 
Stage in Core Strategy  Consultation Period  
Issues and Options Document 27 October to 7 December 2009 
Draft Core Strategy  5 November 2010 to 7 January 2011 
Core Strategy Publication Document 25 July to 23 September 2011 

 
2.2 This Consultation Statement considers each of these stages in the following 

sections. Each section sets out who was consulted, how they were consulted, 
the main issued raised in representations and how they have been addressed 
by the Council in each stage of the Core Strategy preparation. This Statement 
is supported by a comprehensive set of appendices which provide further 
details of each consultation exercise.   A list of people and organisations 
consulted at each stage of the process is included in Appendix 1. 

2.3 The Council has prepared a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report as an integral 
part of the Core Strategy.  The SA Report has also been subject to extensive 
public involvement and has been published alongside the Core Strategy during 
the various consultation stages. 

2.4 In July 2011, the Council adopted its revised Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI), which sets out how the community and other stakeholders 
will be engaged in the process of preparing Local Development Documents and 
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when planning applications are received.  The 2011 SCI replaced the one 
adopted by the Council on 22 February 2007.  All consultation stages have 
been carried out in accordance with the SCI. 

 
3.0 Consultation methods  

3.1 Table 2 provides a summary of the consultation methods used at the various 
stages of the process. It demonstrates that the Council has used a broad 
range of methods to consult and engage with stakeholders and the public. 

 
3.2 The choice of methods used was tailor-made to achieve the following 

objectives: 
• Effective democratic input of Councillors to ensure that the Core Strategy 

reflects the priorities of the Council. 
• Corporate approval to the preparation of the Core Strategy to ensure 

multi-disciplinary cross-service input. 
• Effective involvement of key stakeholders such as the business 

community in order to understand their needs. 
• Reach out to the “hard-to-reach” groups such as youth and the general 

public who are going to be affected by the requirements of the Core 
Strategy such as affordable housing. 

 
3.3 The Core Strategy is committed to meeting the needs of all sections of the 

community and the consultation methods used have sought to achieve this. 
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Table 2: Summary of consultation methods 
 Issues and 

Options 
Document 

Draft Core 
Strategy 

Core Strategy 
Publication 
Document 

Letters or emails to all individuals 
and organisations on the LDF 
consultation database  

√ √ √ 

Distribution of consultation 
documents and publicity to all 
borough libraries  

√ √ √ 

Article in the Woking 
Magazine(delivered to every 
household in the Borough) 

√ √ √ 

Coverage in Local Press  √ √ √ 
Website with link from the front 
page of the Council website √ √ √ 
Press Release  √ √ √ 
Posters on 14  “Borough Boards” √ √ √ 
Display in Woking library √ √ √ 
Display in Knaphill library  √ √ 
Public exhibitions with officers in 
attendance  √ √ √ 
Seminars to explain, clarify, 
discuss and educate the public 
about what the Core Strategy is 
seeking to achieve 

√ √ √ 

Public events at key public places 
such as markets, train stations, 
supermarkets, etc. 

√ √  
Targeted meetings, for example 
with local business groups √ √ √ 
Councillor briefings for informed 
democratic involvement √ √ √ 
Briefing for the Council’s Corporate 
Management Group (CMG) and 
Business Managers to ensure a 
corporate approach to preparing 
documents 

√ √ √ 

Effective discussions with the 
Development Management team 
to ensure effective application of 
the policies in the Core Strategy. 

√ √ √ 
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4.0 Public involvement at the various stages of the Core Strategy process 
 
4.1 First Core Strategy consultation stages  
 
4.1.1 The Council submitted its first Core Strategy to the Government on 31 

October 2006.  This document was accompanied by a full Consultation 
Statement that is available on the Council’s website: 

 www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/ldf/cores/corestrategy1st 
 A brief summary of the stages of consultation is set out below. 
 
4.1.2 In February 2005 the Council undertook consultation on the Sustainability 

Appraisal (SA) Scoping Report.  The purpose of the SA Scoping Report is to 
ensure that the Council's policy approach was as sustainable as possible, 
balancing social, environmental and economic needs.  The Scoping Report 
provided the framework on which the Sustainability Appraisal were to be 
based.  The comments that were received were taken into account in 
providing a final version of the Scoping Report.  The comments received and 
how they were taken into account is available on request. 

 
 Issues and Options consultation 
4.1.3 Consultation on the issues and options raised by the first Core Strategy 

ended in July 2005. The issues and options were summarised in the leaflet, 
"Fast Forward Ten Years", which was accompanied by a questionnaire. A 
public workshop was also held allowing open discussions on the options. 

 
4.1.4 In producing the Core Strategy Issues and Options Report a number of 

different research reports were considered. An Initial Sustainability Appraisal 
of the Core Strategy Issues and Options was also produced to identify the 
likely significant sustainability impacts of the four options identified in the Core 
Strategy Issues and Options paper.  The results of this consultation were 
made available in the form of a Report on Consultation and Schedule of 
Representations on the Council’s website. 

 
 Preferred Option 
4.1.5 Following consultation on the Issues and Options and the Sustainability 

Appraisal, the Council prepared a preferred options document, together with a 
set of proposed planning policies.  The statutory consultation period ran from 
27 January until 10 March 2006. The results of this consultation were 
made available as part of the Core Strategy Pre-Submission Consultation 
Statement under Regulation 26 on the Preferred Option. 

 
 Submission and withdrawal 
4.1.6 Following consultation on the Preferred Option, the Council submitted its Core 

Strategy to the Government Office for the South East on 31 October 2006. 
Following the submission of the Core Strategy a statutory six week 
consultation was held to give people the opportunity to comment on the final 
document. Consultation on this submission document and its Sustainability 
Appraisal ran from 31 October to 12 December 2006.  Around 300 individual 
representations were made on the submission document. These were 
examined by an independent Planning Inspector. The Inspector appointed to 
carry out the Examination of the Core Strategy called for an exploratory 
meeting in order to air a number of concerns to the Council and particular 
parties, and to obtain clarification and comment on the document.  The 
meeting was held on 15 March 2007. On 2 July 2007 the Council received a 

http://www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/ldf/cores/corestrategy1st
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formal direction from the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government to withdraw and followed this direction. 
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4.2 Second Woking Borough Core Strategy 
 
4.2.1 Woking 2027 (formerly Woking 2026) is the Council's branding for the Local 

Development Documents (LDDs). Before any consultation on the second 
Core Strategy began, graphic designers were asked to produce a logo that 
could be used on all LDDs that depicted some of the key elements of Woking 
Borough.  The logo, shown below, has been designed to reflect key elements 
of the borough and town centre.  The logo has a circle of green around the 
outside to reflect the green belt which surrounds the borough, the blue semi-
circle represents the canal that runs through the borough east to west, the 
trees reflect the nature of much of the borough, the train and train line 
showing the importance of the railway not only to Woking but also to West 
Byfleet, Brookwood, Worplesdon and the region.  The top of the Centrium 
building is shown as it is one of the town centres most iconic buildings and the 
well-known war memorial from the centre of the town square in Woking is 
shown in the centre of the logo.  The sun is both because of the climate in 
south-east England but also because of the Council’s forward-thinking attitude 
to tackling climate change. 

 
4.2.2 The logo was produced in summer 2009 so it could be used throughout the 

stages of consultation on the Core Strategy.  It was thought an eye-catching 
logo would help the public to recognise and link the different stages of 
consultation into one process. 
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4.3 Consultation on the Issues and Options Paper (27 October to 7 December 
2009) 

 
4.3.1 Although the specific stages of consultation are no longer formally set out in 

the Regulations the Council carried out the “Issues and Options” consultation  
in accordance with Regulation 25 of The Town and Country Planning (Local 
Development) (England) Regulations 2004 (as amended).  The consultation 
was run for 6 weeks between Monday 26 October 2009 to Monday 7 
December 2009.  The Issues and Options Document outlined the key issues 
for the future planning of Woking Borough and identified a number of different 
options for addressing them.   

 
4.3.2 In order to make the document as user-friendly as possible, additional logos 

were produced for each chapter of the report which focused on a topic area.  
The oval theme was continued through the consultation materials and the 
design of the posters echoed the oval shape of the logo. 

 
 

 
Housing    Green infrastructure    Economy  

and the environment      
 

 
Climate Change      Building and public spaces   Transport and accessibility 
 
 
Example of poster used during the consultation 
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The consultation process 
4.3.3 An Issues and Options document with accompanying questionnaire was 

produced for the consultation. Both paper copies of the questionnaire and an 
online version were made available.  The paper copy of the document used 
different colours for each section to make it more user-friendly and it was 
written in such a way to lead respondents through the document by asking 
questions at the end of each section and referring them to specific numbered 
questions in the questionnaire.  The colour themes in the document and 
questionnaire matched to make the document more user friendly. 

 
4.3.4 The following techniques were used to engage local residents, workers, 

businesses and visitors to the Borough. 
 

• 1,500 direct letters and 1,350 emails sent out to people, organisations 
and statutory bodies on the LDF consultation database. 

• 300 postcards distributed to all members of Woking Chamber of 
Commerce via the Chamber’s database. 

• Press release sent out to media organisations. 
• Press coverage included an article in the Woking News and Mail, a later 

advert and letters sent to the newspaper. 
• The Woking Magazine included an article about the consultation.  

48,000 copies of the Magazine are printed and distributed to every 
household in the Borough plus many public information points such as 
the libraries. 

• The front page of the Council website had a link to the consultation 
pages for the six week duration and contained full information, 
electronic copies of the document and an online questionnaire.  An 
informal online ‘blog’ was set us to provide people with the opportunity 
to ask questions and get an answer quickly which others could read. 

• Postcards and leaflets were available in reception at the Civic Offices, in 
the Property Shop, at the Leisure Centre and in the four borough 
libraries. 

• Leaflets about the consultation were sent to all households in the 
borough along with Council Tax information to save postage costs. 

• The Planning Policy Manager was interviewed twice on local radio. 
• Afternoon and evening workshops and meetings held in the town centre 

and in West Byfleet.   
• Attended the Woking Chamber of Commerce meeting. 
• Staffed displays at the Farmer’s Market, in the Town Square, at Woking 

train station, at local supermarkets in the Borough, in both town centre 
shopping centres and at the craft market.  Staff attended these events 
both on week days and at the weekend to maximise contact.  Staff wore 
LDF t-shirts with the Woking 2027 logo to all events for maximum 
publicity. 

• Non-staffed display in Woking library for two separate weeks and at 
Woking Leisure Centre. 

• Workshops were also organised for Members of the Council and Surrey 
County Councillors. 

• Posters were displayed around the Borough on the 14 “Borough 
Boards”. 

 
4.3.5 It should also be emphasised that before the consultation the Council: 

• Attended ‘Woking Means Business’ business exhibition to raise 
awareness of the consultation. 
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• Attended a residents’ association AGM to encourage them to participate 
in the forthcoming consultation. 

 
4.3.6 The Issues and Options document was not intended to provide solutions to 

the challenges facing the district. It was about identifying issues facing the 
district and the alternative ways of addressing them.  Key outcomes sought 
were therefore about whether or not the issues and options identified are 
sufficiently comprehensive and ones that local people could identify with. 

 
 Consultation results 
4.3.7 The analysis of the representations received comprises two separate reports. 

• Statistical analysis of the various representations, in particular, the level 
of representations made on each topic/policy. 

• Detailed Officer summary of representations and response to them with 
recommended actions 

 
4.3.8 The Council used a market research agency to produce the key statistics and 

analysis. A report summarising the comments made with the officer response 
and recommendations was reported to Councillors in January 2010.   Both 
reports are available on the Council’s website: 

 www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/ldf/cores/woking2027/haloreport 
 www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/ldf/cores/woking2027/iandokir 
 The information from the report was used to inform the Draft Core Strategy. 

 
4.3.9 Overall, a total of 401 representations were received. A breakdown of this are: 

• 353 from residents; 
• 35 from people who work in Woking Borough; 
• 23 from groups and organisations; 
• 8 from planning agents and developers; and 
• 11 from visitors to Woking Borough. 

 
4.3.10 Based on the above breakdown, the consultation exercise was considered 

successful in engaging a wide range of views from different types of 
stakeholders. Furthermore, the comments received covered the breadth of 
issues identified in the Issues and Options document, including housing, 
green infrastructure, economy, climate change, buildings and public spaces, 
infrastructure and service and transport and accessibility. Information 
gathered significantly assisted in developing the subsequent stages of the 
Core Strategy. 

 
4.3.11 In summary, the main issues raised at this consultation stage were as follows: 

• concern about further growth and its impact on the attractiveness of the 
Borough, 

• there should be no encroachment of development into the Green Belt, 
• concern over the impact of development on existing infrastructure, and 
• climate Change. 

 
4.3.12 An Initial Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report was produced to accompany 

the document and was available for consultation for the same period.A copy 
of the document, questionnaire and four-page summary leaflet can be found 
on the Council’s website at: 
www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/ldf/cores/woking2027 

 
4.3.13 The Community Strategy and LDF objectives presented in the document were 

assessed through the Sustainability Appraisal process. The findings of the 

http://www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/ldf/cores/woking2027/haloreport
http://www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/ldf/cores/woking2027/iandokir
http://www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/ldf/cores/woking2027
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Sustainability Appraisal are documented in the Initial SA Report which 
accompanied the document. 
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4.4 Draft Core Strategy (5 November 2010 – 7 January 2011) 
 
4.4.1 Consultation on the Draft Core Strategy, Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and 

revised Statement of Community Involvement took place between 5 
November 2010 and 7 January 2011. The consultation was extended to nine 
weeks, instead of the usual six weeks, to take the busy Christmas period into 
account and allow more time for the public to respond.  Officers are therefore 
satisfied that sufficient time was given for the public to respond to the Draft 
Core Strategy. 

 
The consultation process 

 
4.4.2 The nine-week long consultation exercise took place to consult local people 

about the future development of Woking Borough up to 2027.The following 
activities were undertaken as part of the consultation process. 

 
• 1,340 direct initial and reminder letters and 874 initial and reminder 

emails sent out to people, organisations and statutory bodies on the 
LDF consultation database. 

• Approx 300 leaflets distributed to all members of Woking Chamber of 
Commerce via the Chamber’s database. 

• Press release sent out to media organisations. 
• Press coverage included an eye-catching photograph of “2027” written 

in sparklers and accompanying article in both the Woking News and 
Mail and Woking Informer at the start of the consultation.   

• The Woking Magazine included an article about the consultation.  
48,000 copies of the Magazine are printed and distributed to every 
household in the Borough plus many public information points such as 
the libraries. 

• The front page of the Council website had a link to the consultation 
pages for the nine week duration and contained full information, 
electronic copies of the document and an online questionnaire. 

• Leaflets were available in reception at the Civic Offices, in the Property 
Shop, at the Leisure Centre, in the four borough libraries, four 
community centres plus various other community buildings such as 
Marjorie Richardson's, Strollers, etc around the Borough.  

• Six afternoon and evening seminars where people could listen to a 
presentation and ask detail questions about the consultation were held 
in the town centre and in West Byfleet.   

• Attended the Woking Chamber of Commerce meetings. 
• Staffed displays at the Farmer’s Market in the Town Square (twice), 

Byfleet Farmers’ market, in both Peacocks and Wolsey Place shopping 
centres, Parkview Centre for the Community in Sheerwater (twice) and 
Leisure Centre (twice).  Staff attended these events both on week days 
and at weekends to maximise contact.  Staff wore LDF t-shirts with the 
Woking 2027 logo to all events for maximum publicity and to be visible 
to the public. 

• Large floor stickers in each of the three entrances to Wolsey Place 
shopping centre. 

• Non-staffed display in Woking library for a three-week period and then a 
four-week period. 

• Attended Horsell Residents Association AGM. 
• Attended the Youth Council meeting  
• Workshops were also organised for Members of the Council, for 

Business Managers and also for the Corporate Strategy and Housing 
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teams. 
• Presentation to Woking Mind, a charity that provides support for people 

who have difficulties with their mental health. 
• Posters were displayed around the Borough on 5 “Borough Boards” 

from 28 Nov – 12 Dec then on all 14 from 12 Dec – 9 Jan.  
• Posters inside and outside the Civic Offices for the full 9 week 

consultation  
 

 
 

Consultation results 
 
4.4.3 A report summarising the key issues raised along with officer response and 

recommendations was reported to appropriate committees of the Council in 
June 2011 and published on the Council website shortly afterwards. It forms 
appendix 4 and is also is available at: 

 www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/ldf/cores/woking2027/Draftcorestrategyiss
uesrespandrecc 

 The information from the report was used to inform the Core Strategy 
Publication document. 

 
4.4.4 Overall 631 representations were received from 191 individuals, local resident 

groups and organisations. Considering the number of representations 
received and the issues covered, the consultation exercise was considered to 
be successful in engaging a wide range of views from different types of 
stakeholders.  Key issues that attracted significant number of representations 
were: 

• overall scale of growth being proposed 
• the provision of affordable housing to meet need  
• Green Belt 
• protection f the environment 
• the population assumptions used 
• evidence base to support the Core Strategy 

 For each of these issues representations were received for both sides to the 
debate. 

 
4.4.5 The following key decisions were certified by the Council to be taken forward 

in the Publication version of the Core Strategy: 
• target of 292 dwellings per year,  
• a commitment to carry out a Green Belt boundary review at 2016/17, 
• Green Belt land to be released to meet housing growth between 2022 

and 2027. 
• a separate new policy on Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area 

was added.  Previously information on the SPA was included in the 
biodiversity and conservation policy. 

 
4.4.6 A summary of the representations received and a detailed officer response 

with recommendations are included as Appendix 4 
 

http://www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/ldf/cores/woking2027/Draftcorestrategyiss
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4.5 Core Strategy Publication Document (25 July - 23 September 2011) 
 
4.5.1 Consultation on the Core Strategy Publication Document, Proposals Map and 

accompanying Sustainability Appraisal (SA) took place between Monday 25 
July and Friday 23 September 2011. The consultation was extended to nine 
weeks, instead of the usual six weeks, to take the school holiday period into 
account and allow more time for the public to respond.  Officers are satisfied 
that sufficient time was given for the public to respond to the Draft Core 
Strategy as it was with the previous stages. 

 
The consultation process 

 
4.5.2 The following activities were undertaken as part of the nine-week consultation 

process. 
• 39 Specific Consultation Bodies were sent letters and paper copies of 

the Core Strategy, Proposals Map, Sustainability Appraisal, Habitats 
Regulations Assessment Screening Report, Representations Form and 
Guidance Notes. 

• 1,265 direct letters and 883 emails sent out to General Consultation 
Bodies who are people, organisations and statutory bodies on the LDF 
consultation database. 

• Press release sent out to media organisations at the start of the 
consultation and at the end of August, before the seminars began. 

• Press coverage included a short article in the Surrey Advertiser, Woking 
Informer and Woking News and Mail newspapers at the start of the 
consultation.  The Woking Informer had a further article and photograph 
on 1 September and the Surrey Advertiser had a further article on 9 
September. 

• Both the spring and summer editions of The Woking Magazine included 
articles about the consultation.  48,000 copies of the Magazine are 
printed and distributed to every household in the Borough plus many 
public information points such as the libraries. 

• The front page of the Council website had a link to the consultation 
pages for the nine week duration and contained full information, 
electronic copies of the document and an online questionnaire. 

• Leaflets were available in reception at the Civic Offices, in the Property 
Shop, at the Leisure Centre and in the four borough libraries. 

• Afternoon and evening workshops held in the town centre, in West 
Byfleet and Knaphill.   

• Non-staffed display in Woking library for a one-week period and then a 
three-and-a-half-week period. 

• Non-staffed display in Knaphill library for the whole nine-week period. 
• Workshops were also organised for Members of the Council and 

Council staff, specifically inviting the Corporate Strategy and Housing 
teams. 

• Posters were displayed around the Borough on the 14 “Borough 
Boards” for the 9-week period. 

 
4.5.3 A report summarising the all of the responses along with officer response and 

recommendations for proposed changes was reported to appropriate 
committees of the Council in November 2011 and to a meeting of the full 
Council on 8 December 2011.  It was published on the Council website shortly 
afterwards. It forms appendix 5 of this report and is also is available at: 

 www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/ldf/cores/woking2027 
 

http://www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/ldf/cores/woking2027
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4.5.4 Overall 352 representations were received from 87 individuals, local resident 

groups and organisations. Considering the range of issues covered the 
consultation exercise was considered to be successful in engaging a wide 
range of views from different types of stakeholders.  Key issues that attracted 
significant number of representations were: 

• level of growth proposed 
• the Green Belt 
• the evidence base to support the Core Strategy,  
• the provision of affordable housing to meet need,  
• the need for adequate infrastructure to support development and  
• the protection of the environment.  
 

For each of these issues representations were received for both sides to the 
debate. 
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5.0 Councillor Involvement 
 
5.1 The Council has been concerned to ensure that there is significant and 

effective Member involvement to ensure that the Core Strategy reflects the 
aspirations of the local community and is delivering on the priorities of the 
Council. 

 
5.2 An all-party working group, the LDF Working Group, was set up to provide 

appropriate and adequate scrutiny to ensure that the above objectives are 
achieved.  The minutes of the discussions of the Working Group can be 
obtained from the Committee Services of the Council on request. 

 
5.3 Private Members briefing were held at each key stage of the process to 

enable wider debate by all members of the key decisions that were taken 
forward in the Core Strategy. 

 
5.4 The Executive Committee and the Council considered and approved all 

reports that sought authority to go out for public consultation.  The minutes of 
these meetings are also available on request.   

 
5.5 Members have also ensured that the Core Strategy is prepared expeditiously 

in accordance with the Council’s timetable and that the process is transparent 
to the public. 

 
5.6 There is significant evidence to demonstrate the Councillor’s commitment to 

and involvement in the Core Strategy preparation process. 
 
 
6.0 Corporate Approach to the Core Strategy process 
 
6.1 The Corporate Management Group (CMG) has made it a key principle that 

there should be a corporate approach to and support of, the preparation of the 
Core Strategy.  It received briefings at each key stage of the process and 
ensured that sufficient resources were allocated to the budget to meet the 
requirements of the Core Strategy.  It consequently scrutinised the Vision of 
the Core Strategy to ensure that it addressed the long term aspirations of the 
Council.  CMG debated and approved all key decisions before they were put 
forward to Members and were committed to take responsibility for that. 

 
6.2 All Service Managers were keenly involved in all stages of the process by way 

of providing necessary information, staff resources and ensuring the Core 
Strategy will be delivering their service needs.  For example, the SA of 
Options was carried out with assistance from the Corporate Strategy team. 

 
6.3 There have been numerous informal discussions with the Development 

Management Team and Housing Teams to ensure that the policies of the 
Core Strategy can be practically be applied and will provide sufficient scope 
for development management decisions. 

 
 
7.0 Specific Involvement of the Woking Partnership 
 
7.1 One of the primary aims for the preparation of the Core Strategy is to ensure 

that it will provide the necessary framework to deliver the aspirations of the 
local community as set out in the Sustainable Community Strategy.  Woking 
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Partnership, which is the Local Strategic Partnership for the area, is 
responsible for the preparation of the Community Strategy and its delivery.  
The Council has worked closely with the partnership to ensure their 
continuous involvement in the Core Strategy process.  The Planning Policy 
Manager is one of the dedicated Council Officers who are required to serve 
the Partnership and attends all of its meetings to update them of progress 
with the Core Strategy and seek their views and approval where relevant. 

 
7.2 The Partnership has significant input in developing the Vision for the Core 

Strategy and has specifically approved it as setting the right vision for the 
Borough.  Furthermore the Partnership has been formally consulted on all 
consultation events relating to the Core Strategy.  It has formed an 
infrastructure sub-group to oversee the preparation of the Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan to underpin the Core Strategy.  There is also a standard item on 
their agenda for every meeting about the Local Development Framework and 
the Core Strategy in particular.  Specific briefings and presentations have 
been given about the Core Strategy to their follow-up meetings. 

 
7.3 The minutes of the meetings can be obtained on request from the Planning 

Policy Team or from the Council’s Committee Services team. 
 
8.0 Duty to cooperate 
 
8.1 The Government has published its intention to revoke regional strategies. 

However, this decision does not take away the need to address planning 
issues of cross boundary significance. To achieve that, public bodies now 
have a duty to corporate on planning issues that cross administrative 
boundaries. Local Planning Authorities are required to work collaboratively 
with other bodies to ensure that strategic priorities across local boundaries 
are properly coordinated and clearly reflected in individual local plans. 

 
8.2 The duty to corporate is now a test of soundness and local planning 

authorities will be expected to demonstrate evidence of having successfully 
cooperated to plan for issues with cross boundary impacts when their local 
plans are submitted for Examination. 

 
8.3 Partnership working has been an essential part of the Woking’s Core Strategy 

process, in particular, joint working to carry out evidence base work. The 
following are key examples: 

• Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment – carried out with 
Elmbridge, Runneymede and Spelthorne. 

• Strategic Housing Market Assessment – carried out with Guilford and 
Waverley. 

• Surrey Infrastructure Capacity Study – carried out with all the authorities 
in Surrey. 

• Work with Surrey Heath on Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. 
• Methodology for assessing accommodation needs of Gypsies and 

Traveller – developed by all the authorities in Surrey. 
• Guilford and Woking Integrated Transport Study – This is coordinated by 

the County Council. 
• Thames Basin Heaths Joint Strategic Partnership Board – provides 

strategic guidance for SPA authorities and ensures consistency in the 
protection and management of the SPA. 
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8.4 There are existing groups to facilitate close working relationship amongst the 
Surrey authorities, other neighbouring authorities and organisations. This 
includes: 

 
• Planning Working Group – a group of Surrey Planning Policy Managers. 

It meets bi-monthly to discuss and resolve cross boundary issues. For 
example, the Group is now developing a common methodology to assess 
the needs of Gypsies and Travellers. 

• Surrey Planning Officers Association – It comprise all the Heads of 
Planning in Surrey. They meet monthly to agree joint working 
arrangements, considers matters of cross boundary significance and all 
other issues of Pan Surrey interests. 

• West Surrey Group – A group of Planning Policy Managers in West 
Surrey. The group meets bi-monthly to deal with issues of sub-regional 
interest. It feeds into discussions at the Planning Working Group 

• Transport for Woking – A group of transport providers with interest in 
transport in Woking. It comprises organisations such as Woking Borough 
Council, the County Council, South west trains, Network rail and 
Highways Agency. The group seeks to coordinate limited resources for 
maximum benefit, share vital information and feed into transport policy 
development. 

• Transport for Surrey – A similar group to Transport for Woking but with 
Surrey-wide interest. It looks at strategic transport issues across Surrey. 

• Woking Partnership – This is the Woking Strategic Partnership. It brings 
together the private, voluntary and the public sector to think strategically 
about the area and help deliver services effectively and efficiently. It 
coordinates resources and targets them to deliver the needs of the 
community. The Planning Policy Manager attends all its meetings and 
there is a standing item on its agenda for Local Development Framework. 
It has a sub group to oversee the preparation of the Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan to support the Core Strategy. 

• Thames Basin Heaths Joint Officer’s Group – It coordinates strategic 
policy approach to mitigating and managing the impacts of development 
on Special Protection Areas. 

• Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) – Woking is part of the Enterprise M3 
LEP. It is set up to coordinate resources for economic growth. 

 
8.5 The Council consults its neighbouring authorities on all key issues of cross 

boundary interests. It works with them to achieve bilateral objectives. For 
example, it is presently working with Surrey Heath to identify a common 
Suitable Alternative Natural Green Space that will serve the two authorities. 
As evidenced above, Woking Borough Council is already fully engaged with 
other partners to work together to achieve common goals and address issues 
of cross boundary significance. With the structures that Woking Borough 
Council is already part of, it is also well placed to respond to the duty to 
corporate as envisaged by the NPPF. 
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9.0 Conclusion 
 
9.1 The purpose of this statement was to demonstrate how the Council has 

involved the public and its key partners in the Core Strategy process.  The 
Council decided that public involvement will be at the heart of the process and 
this statement highlights how this has been achieved at each stage of the 
process.  The Council has gone beyond the statutory requirements and has 
done its upmost to achieve genuine involvement in the preparation process. 

 
9.2 The Core Strategy has not been prepared in isolation.  It is very much a 

corporate document and has benefited from detailed input from Housing, 
Development Management and Corporate Strategy teams in addition to input 
of CMG, Councillors and Service Area Managers from across the Council. 

 
9.3 The document going forward for examination sets out not just the Councils 

plan for the Borough to 2027 but a Plan that has taken into account the views 
of the Woking Partnership, other partner organisations, the business 
community and those who live in the Borough. 
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Appendix 1: People and organisations consulted at each stage of the process 
 
Specific Consultation Bodies 

• Bisley Parish Council • SEEDA 
• Chobham Parish Council • Send Parish Council 
• Elmbridge Borough Council • South East Coast Strategic Health Authority 
• English Heritage South East Region • South West Trains Ltd 
• Entec UK Ltd • Southern Gas Networks 
• Environment Agency • Spelthorne Borough Council 
• Fairoaks Airport Ltd • Sport England South East 
• Guildford Borough Council • Surrey County Council 
• Highways Agency • Surrey Heath Borough Council 
• Homes and Communities Agency • Surrey PCT 
• Mobile Operators Association • Surrey Police 
• Natural England • Thames Water Property 
• Network Rail • The Coal Authority 
• North Surrey PCT • The Woking Partnership 
• Ockham Parish Council • Transco 
• Pirbright Parish Council • Veolia Water Central, 
• Ripley Parish Council • West End Parish Council 
• Runnymede Borough Council • Wisley Parish Council 
• Scottish and Southern Energy • Worplesdon Parish Council 

 
Councillors (Local and County) 
 
MP for Woking 
 
Local residents who have asked to be added to the LDF consultation database 
 
Members of the Woking Borough Council Citizens’ Panel 
 
Religious groups 

• Al-Asr Cultural & Community 
Centre 

• St Mary’s Church Office 
• St Edward Brotherhood 
• First Church of Christ Scientist 
• Christian Clinic For Environmental 

Medicine 
• Guildford Diocese 
• St. Peter's Convent  
• The Shah Jehan Mosque 
• All Saint’s Church  
• Jehovah's Witnesses 
• Muslim Community Centre  
• New Life Church  
• Religious Society Of Friends  
• St Marks Church Westfield 

Woking 
• The Church Of England Guildford 

Diocesan Board Of Finance 
• St. Edward Brotherhood 
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Agents and developers 
• A E J Morris Associates • Heronsbrook 
• A H K Associates • Holder Mathias Architects 
• A.E.J. Morris Associates • Homewood Properties Ltd 
• A.N.D. Consulting • Humberts 
• AAP Architecture Ltd • Hyder Consulting (UK) Ltd 
• Adams Holmes Associates   • Iceni Projects Limited 
• ADM Architecture • Indigo Planning Ltd. 
• Alexson Homes • James Smith Associates 
• Allchurch Bailey • John Ebdon Homes 
• Alliance Environment & Planning Ltd • JSA Architects 
• AMG Planning and Development • Keane Property Ltd 
• Anderson Planning & Development • King Sturge 
• Antler Homes • Knight Norman Partnership 
• ARA Architects • Knowles 
• Architype • La Salle Investment Management 
• Ascot Design • Lacey Simmons Ltd 

• Ashley House 
• Lambert Smith Hampton on behalf of NOMS / HM 

Prison Service 
• Atis Real Wetheralls • Lamron Estates Ltd 
• Atisreal • Landmark Information Group Ltd 
• B R I C Developments Ltd • Leith Planning Limited 
• Banner Homes  (Wessex) Ltd • Levvel Ltd 
• Barratt Homes Southern Counties • Lichfield Planning 
• Barton Willmore • Linden Homes South-East Limited 
• Batcheller Thacker • Lizard Estates 
• BBF Fielding • Local Dialogue 
• BCH architects • M.C.S Design Planning Consultants 
• Beaumonde Homes • MAA Architects 
• BECKBRIDGE LTD • Mark Leedale 
• Beechcroft Developments • Martin Critchell Architects 
• Bell Cornwell Partnership • Martin Gardner 
• Bellway Homes (South East) • Mary Hackett and Associates 
• Bewley Homes • Matthews & Son 
• Birchwood Homes • Mayer Brown 
• Bloor Homes • MBH Partnership 
• Blue Sky Planning Ltd  • McCarthy & Stone (Developments) Ltd 
• Bonham Homes Ltd • MCS Design 
• Bovis Homes Ltd • Mercury Planning 
• Boyer Planning Limited • Michael Shanley Group 
• Brimble, Lea And Partners • Millgate Homes 
• Broadway Malyan • Mitchell Evans Partnership 
• Bryan Jezeph Consultancy • Mott Macdonald 
• Buddery & Company • Mouchel Parkman 
• Burhill Golf and Lesuire Limited • Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners 
• Cadenza Estates Ltd • Norman Knight Partnership 
• CALA Homes • Octagon Developments Ltd 
• Capita Norman & Dawbarn • Omega Partnership 
• Carter Jonas LLP • Open Planning 
• Castle Wildish Chartered Surveyors • Parnell Design Partnership LLP 
• Charles Church Developments Ltd • Parsons Brinckerhoff 
• Charles Richards • Peacock & Smith 
• Churchods • Persimmon Homes (South East) 
• Clarence Country Homes Limited • Peter Allan 
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• Clarke Willmott • Pitmans 
• Conceptual Design Associates Ltd • Planning Issues Ltd 
• Convery Developments Ltd • Planning Issues/Churchill Retirement 
• Cooper Environmental Planning • Planning Manager 
• Countryside Properties Plc • Planware Ltd 
• Courtley Consultants Ltd • PRC Fewster Planning 
• Crane and Associates • Proteus 
• Crest Strategic Projects • Pyrford Homes Ltd 
• Crosswater Mill • Quinton Scott Chartered Surveyors & Estate Agents 
• Croudace • R Perrin Town Planning Consultants 
• D & M Planning Partnership • Rapleys 
• Dalton Warner Davis LLP • Raspin Properties Limited 
• David L. Walker Chartered Surveyors • RDJW Architects Ltd 
• Day Tanner Partnership Ltd • Reef Estates Ltd 
• Development Planning Consultants • Rippon Development Services  
• Development Planning Partnership • Rolfe Judd 
• DHA Architecture • Romans Land and Planning 
• DHS Engineering • RPS Planning 
• Donnajane Whitcombe • Runnymede Homes Ltd 
• DPDS Consulting Group • Rushmon New Homes 
• DPP LLP • Ruskin Homes Limited 
• Drivers Jonas Deloitte • Rutland Group 
• Edgington Spink and Hyne Architects • Savills 
• Edwards And Associates • St James South Thames Limited 

• Exedra Architects 
• Sterling Portfolio Management on behalf of Leylani 

Ltd. 
• Firefly • Stewart Ross Associates 
• Firstplan • Strategic Land Partnerships 
• Floyd Matcham (Hampshire) Ltd • Taylor Skelton Walters PLC 
• Frank Winter Associates • Terence O'Rourke 
• Fullerthorne • Tetlow King Planning 
• Fusion Online Limited • The Landmark Trust 
• George Wimpey South West Thames • Tribal MJP 
• George Wimpey West London Ltd • Tuke Manton Architects 
• Gerald Eve • Turley Associates 
• Gillenden Development Company • Vail Williams 
• Glen House Estates Ltd • Vaughan Keal Associates 
• Goadsby and Harding Commercial • Vincent James Homes Ltd 
• Goldcrest Homes • Wadham and Isherwood 
• Gordon Ellerington Development 

Consultants  • Waterfall, Durrant & Barclays 
• GRB-Ventures • Wates Developments 
• Gregory Gray Associates • Wentworth Homes 
• Gurney Consulting Engineers • West Estates Limited 
• GVA Grimley • West Waddy: ADP 
• Hallam Land Management Limited • Weston Architects Ltd 
• Hammerson UK • Woolf Bond Planning 
• Berkeley Homes (Southern) Ltd • Work Space Group 
• Henry Smith • WYG Management Services 
• Heritage Property Services 
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Minority groups 
• Elected Tenant Representative • Woking Pakistan Muslim Welfare Association 

• Friends Families and Travellers 
• Woking Association of Voluntary Service 

(WAVS) 
• Woking Asian Business Forum • Connexions 
• The Gypsy Council For Health, 

Education And Welfare • The Shah Jehan Mosque 
• Woking Asian Women’s Association 

(WAWA) • Friends, Families And Travellers 
• Sheerwater Community Centre • London Gypsy and Traveller Unit 
• Indian Association Of Surrey  • The Shah Jehan Mosque 
• Surrey Access Forum • Muslim Community Centre  
• Lakeview Community Action Group • The Gypsy Council 
• South London Learning Partnership 

/Skills & Learning for London 
Partnership 

• National Association of Gypsy And Traveller 
Officers 

• Surrey Community Development Trust • Chinese Association of Woking (CAW) 
• Italian Community Association • Irish Community Association 
• Surrey Travellers Community Relations 

Forum • Equality and Human Rights Commission 
• Deafplus 

 
 
Schools and Young people 

• Barnsbury Infant School • St Mary's C of E Primary School 
• Barnsbury Junior School • St. John The Baptist R.C Secondary School  
• Beaufort Community Primary School • The Bishop David Brown School 
• Broadmere Community Primary School • The Hermitage School  
• Brookwood Primary School • The Horsell Village School 
• Byfleet Primary School • The Marist Catholic Primary School 
• Goldsworth Primary School • The Marist Catholic Primary School 
• Hoefield County Middle School • The Oaktree School  
• Kingfield School  • The Park School  
• Knaphill Lower School • The Winston Churchill School  
• Knaphill School • West Byfleet Infant School 
• Maybury Infant School • Westfield Primary School 
• New Monument School  • Wishmore Cross School  
• Pyrford Cof E (Aided) School • Wishmore Cross School  
• St Dunstan’s Catholic Primary School • Woking College  
• St Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Primary 

School • Woking High School 

• St John's Primary School  
 
Housing Associations 

• Hyde Housing Association  • Stonham Housing Association 
• Carr-Comm • Welmede Housing Association 
• Downland Housing Association • Surrey Heath Housing 
• Housing 21 • Greenoak Housing Association 
• London & Quadrant Housing Trust • London & Quadrant  
• Mount Green Housing Association • Thames Valley Housing Association 
• Places for People • Greenoak Housing Association 
• Rosemary Simmons Memorial • The Guinness Trust 
• Rosetower Ltd • Tower Homes Ltd 
• Servite Houses • Stonham Home 
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Transport Groups 
• Arriva Southern Counties 
• Carlone Buses 
• Commercial Services 
• Countryliner 
• Freight Transport Association 
• Jonathan Barlow Partnership Ltd 
• Reptons Coaches 
• Stagecoach South 
• Woking Community Transport Ltd 
• Woking Cycle Users Group 
• Woking For Pedestrians 

 
Environment and nature conservation groups 

• Basingstoke Canal Authority • NFU Office 
• Campaign to Protect Rural England - 

Surrey Office/Woking & Surrey/Woking • Open Spaces Society 
• ecsc Ltd • Surrey & Farming Wildlife Advisory Group 
• Energy Saving Trust • Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society 
• Forestry Commission • Surrey Countryside Access Forum 
• Friends Of The Earth • Surrey Heathland Project 
• GOSE Rural Team • Surrey Wildlife Trust 
• Heathland Countryside Management • The British Wind Energy Association 
• Horsell Common Preservation Society • The RSPB 
• Inland Waterways Association • Urban Parks Forum 
• Local Agenda 21 • Woking Cycle Users Group 
• Maybury Sheerwater Partnership 

Garden Project • Woodland Trust 
 
Local Residents Associations 

• Alpha Road Tenant & Leaseholders 
Association 

• Maybourne Rise & Woodpecker Way Residents 
Association  

• Anthony’s Residents Association • Maybury Community Association 
• Blackbridge Road Residents • Maybury Estate Neighbourhood Watch 
• Brambledown Residents Association • Mayford Village Society 
• Brookwood Residents Association • Moor Lane Area Residents Association 
• Brookwood Village Association • Old Woking Community Association 
• Byfleet Village Association • Old Woking Village Association 
• Byfleet, West Byfleet & Pyrford RA • Pyrford Action Group 
• Cheapside Residents Association • Rydens Way Action Group 
• Claydon Road Residents Association • Sandy Way Residents Association 
• Friars Rise Residents Association • Sheerwater Neighbourhood Watch 
• Heritage Property Consultant • Sheets Heath Residents Association 
• Hillside Residents Association • St Johns Residents Association 
• Hockering Gardens Residents Association • St Johns Village Society 
• Hockering Residents Association • Sutton Green Village Hall and Association 
• The Ridge And Lytton Road Residents 

Association • Tenants Representatives Woking 
• Hook Heath Residents Association • The Grove Area LTD 
• Woking Association Neighbourhood 

Watches (WAN)  • West End Village Society 
• Horsell Park Residents Association • Westfield Common Residents Association 
• Horsell Residents Association • Westfield Community Residents Association 
• Knaphill Residents' Association • Woodlands Community Group 
• Lakeview Community Action Group • Wych Hill Way Residents Association 
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Business interest and support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leisure providers 

• Ambassadors Theatre Group 
• Link Leisure 
• National Playing Fields Association 
• On behalf of West Byfleet Golf Club 
• Open Spaces Society 
• Rambler’s Association Surrey Area 
• Surrey County Playing Field Association 
• The Lawn Tennis Association 
• The Lightbox 
• The Theatres Trust 
• Tourism South East 
• Urban Parks Forum 
• Visit Britain 
• Woking Community Play Association 
• Woking Sports Council 
• Woking Turnstyle Ltd 

 
Heritage and conservation groups 

• Ancient Monuments Society 
• Commission For Architecture and The Built 

Environment (CABE) 
• Council For British Archaeology 
• English Heritage South East Region 
• Georgian Group 
• Surrey Archaeological Society 
• The Society For The Protection of Ancient Buildings 
• The Twentieth Century Society 
• The Garden History Society 
• Victorian Society 

 
Elderly groups 

• Carers Support Woking 
• Age Concern 
• Friends Of The Elderly 

 
 

• Business Link Surrey 
• Enterprise First 
• Federation of Small Businesses 
• Horsell Businesses' And Traders' Association 
• Knaphill Traders Association 
• National Housing Federation South East 
• Surrey Chamber of Commerce 
• Town Centre Manager 
• West Byfleet Business Association 
• Woking and District Trade Council 
• Woking Chamber of Commerce 
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Appendix 2: Publicity Events, Material and Questionnaires/Representation 
Forms 
 
Issues and Options - 27 October to 7 December 2009 
Publicity Events 

  Date Event Time 

Thursday 08-Oct 
Woking Means Business Event, HG Wells 
Conference Centre 9-6.30pm 

Tuesday 20-Oct Grove Area Ltd (Residents Association) AGM 8pm 
Monday 26-Oct Eagle Radio Breakfast News 7-9am 
Tuesday 27-Oct Member Briefing 6.30-8.30pm 
Wednesday 28-Oct Residents Association Workshop, HG Wells     2-5pm                                     

Thursday 29-Oct 
Residents Association Meeting (Character 
Appraisal) 6.30-8.30pm 

Friday 30-Oct Waitrose, West Byfleet 8.30- 2pm 
Saturday 31-Oct Woking Farmers' Market 8.15am-2.30pm 
Sunday 01-Nov     
Monday 02-Nov Residents Association Workshop, HG Wells     6.30-9.30pm 

Tuesday 03-Nov Wolsey Place Shopping Centre 10am-4pm 
Wednesday 04-Nov     
Thursday 05-Nov     
Friday 06-Nov     

Saturday 07-Nov 
Eagle Radio Interview                               
Byfleet Farmers' Market 8.30am-1.30pm 

Sunday 08-Nov     

Monday 09-Nov Woking Train Station                            
Residents Association Workshop, West Byf                  

7.15 - 9.15am               
6.30-9.30pm 

Tuesday 10-Nov Business Managers Workshop 2.30-4.30pm 
Wednesday 11-Nov Woking Chamber Meeting (Discussion) 12-2pm 
Thursday 12-Nov Woking Train Station 7.15 - 9am 
Friday 13-Nov Sainsbury’s Knaphill 8.30am - 2pm 
Saturday 14-Nov Peacocks Centre 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Sunday 15-Nov     
Monday 16-Nov     
Tuesday 17-Nov     

Wednesday 18-Nov 
Surrey CC/Woking BC Local Committee 
(Woking) 6-10pm 

Thursday 19-Nov 
Woking Farmers' Market                       
Equalities Forum 

8.45am-2.30pm                
6pm - 9pm          

Friday 20-Nov     
Saturday 21-Nov     
Sunday 22-Nov     
Monday 23-Nov     
Tuesday 24-Nov     
Wednesday 25-Nov     
Thursday 26-Nov Residents Association Workshop, HG Wells     2-5pm 
Friday 27-Nov Craft Market in Town Square 10.30-2.30pm 
Saturday 28-Nov     
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Questionnaire which accompanied the Issues and Options Document 
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A5 Leaflet 
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A6 Postcard 
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Draft Core Strategy - 5 November 2010 – 7 January 2011 
 
Publicity Events 
  Date Event Time 
Wednesday 03-Nov Development Control/Admin internal briefing 2.30-3.30pm 
Thursday 04-Nov     
Friday 05-Nov Woking library display goes up   
Saturday 06-Nov Byfleet Farmers' Market 9am-1pm 
Sunday 07-Nov     

Monday 08-Nov 
Corporate Management Group Meeting / 
Residents seminar HG Wells 9am and 7pm-9.30pm 

Tuesday 09-Nov Youth Council Meeting  5.30-7pm 
Wednesday 10-Nov Parkview - drop in event 10am-3pm 
Thursday 11-Nov   

Friday 12-Nov 
Business Managers Briefing/ Residents seminar, 
HG Wells 1.30pm-5.30pm 

Saturday 13-Nov Peacocks Centre - drop in event 9am-4pm 
Sunday 14-Nov     
Monday 15-Nov Residents seminar - Cornerstone, West Byfleet  6.30-9.30pm 
Tuesday 16-Nov Pool in the Park - drop in event 4-7pm 
Wednesday 17-Nov Horsell Residents Association Meeting 7.45pm 
Thursday 18-Nov Woking Farmers' Market 8.45am-2.30pm 
Friday 19-Nov Wolsey Place - Mercia Walk - drop in event 11am-3pm 
Saturday 20-Nov     
Sunday 21-Nov     
Monday 22-Nov     
Tuesday 23-Nov     
Wednesday 24-Nov Woking Chamber Meeting 12.30pm 
Thursday 25-Nov     
Friday 26-Nov Woking library display taken down   
Saturday 27-Nov     
Sunday 28-Nov     
Monday 29-Nov     
Tuesday 30-Nov Residents seminar - Cornerstone, West Byfleet  1.30-5pm 
Wednesday 01-Dec     
Thursday 02-Dec     
Friday 03-Dec     
Saturday 04-Dec     
Sunday 05-Dec     
Monday 06-Dec Residents seminar - HG Wells, Woking 1.30pm-5.30pm 
Tuesday 07-Dec Presentation to Mind Cornerhouse, Maybury  Morning 
Wednesday 08-Dec Pool in the Park - drop in event 4-7pm 
Thursday 09-Dec     
Friday 10-Dec     
Saturday 11-Dec     
Sunday 12-Dec     

Monday 13-Dec 
Put up library display/CR 1a evening - seminar 
Presentation to Corporate Strategy -CLB 7pm-9.30pm 

Tuesday 14-Dec     
Wednesday 15-Dec     
Thursday 16-Dec Woking Farmers' Market 8.45am-2.30pm 
Friday 17-Dec    
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Representation Form 
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Summary document 
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Core Strategy Publication Document - Monday 25 July - Friday 23 September 
2011 
 
Seminar Events for Residents 
 
Thursday 01-Sep 7pm Civic Offices, Woking 
Monday 05-Sep 2pm The Cornerstone Centre, West Byfleet 
Tuesday 06-Sep 2pm Knaphill Methodist Church, Broadway 
Wednesday 07-Sep 10am Civic Offices, Woking 

 
 
 



 

Core Strategy Consultation Statement – Appendix 2 

67 

Guidance Notes for completing Representations Form 
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Representations Form 
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A4 Leaflet 
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Appendix 3: Press releases, newspaper articles and photographs 
 
The various stage of the Core Strategy process received significant publicity through 
the local press.  The following press cuttings are clear documentation of the effort 
made to create awareness of the Core Strategy and level of press interest shown at 
various stages of the process. 
 
Issues and Options - 27 October to 7 December 2009 
 
Woking Borough Council press release 
 

 
 
16 October 2009 
WORKING TOWARDS WOKING 2026 
Local people will have the opportunity to comment on the future development of 
Woking Borough, when a significant six-week long consultation exercise, 
entitled Woking 2026, gets underway next week (beginning 26 October 2009). 
 
Members of Woking Borough Council’s Executive agreed the consultation 
arrangements at their meeting last night (Thursday 15 October 2009), and 
Council staff are now preparing to go out into the Borough to talk to people 
about a range of important topics including housing, the economy, climate 
change and the local infrastructure. 
 
All councils are required by the Government to produce a Local Development 
Framework – a series of documents that sets out the Council’s policies and 
proposals for using the land within its boundaries. It is a crucial piece of work 
which not only focuses on planning issues, but also considers community 
aspirations, social concerns and economic issues as well.  
 
At the heart of this series of documents is the Core Strategy, which includes an 
overall vision for the area and a number of objectives which focus on the main 
issues to be addressed and ways of tackling them. It is this part of the Local 
Development Framework – called the Core Strategy Issues and Options paper 
– which residents, workers and visitors to the Borough will be asked to 
comment on during the autumn. 
 
The Council is not starting this piece of work with a blank piece of paper. The 
key issues presented in the consultation document are based on national and 
regional policy guidance, as well as priorities that have been agreed with local 
people through previous consultations. 
 
The Council has produced a background document and an accompanying 
questionnaire to find out what people’s thoughts are on a range of important 
issues including: 

• the location, type and size of new housing developments in the Borough 
• the future of the Green Belt boundary  
• the potential development of Woking Town Centre 
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• strategies for managing traffic congestion in the future. 
 
Speaking about Woking 2026, Cllr Graham Cundy, Woking Borough Council’s 
Portfolio Holder for Planning Policy, said: “Over the next few years, we have 
some very important decisions to make about the future development of our 
Borough and we are keen for local people to give us their views on crucial 
issues such as where existing and future generations will work, rest and play.  
 
“Although these issues are not easy to resolve, we would very much like to 
hear from people so that we can take their views into consideration when 
planning development over the next twenty years.” 
 
From Monday 26 October until Monday 7 December, a copy of the Issues and 
Options document and a questionnaire will be available on the Council’s 
website www.woking.gov.uk and in a hard copy format from the Civic Offices 
for people to give their views. The deadline for all submissions is 5pm on 
Monday 7 December 2009 and all completed forms will be entered into a prize 
draw for five lucky winners to each win £50 of shopping vouchers. 
 
Anyone with questions about the consultation can contact the Woking 2026 
Team by phone on 01483 743871, email at planning.policy@woking.gov.uk or 
by visiting the Council’s website at www.woking.gov.uk  
 
Alternatively, people can talk to Council representatives at a number of public 
events during the consultation period or attend one of three seminars that are 
planned over the next few weeks (pre-registration is required for the seminars). 
Full details are available on the Council’s website. 
 
Once the consultation is complete, all responses will be collated and analysed 
and the key findings will be reported back to the Council’s LDF Working Group 
in the New Year. Following this, a further document will be prepared containing 
the preferred options for the future and the public will once again be consulted 
in March-April 2010. 
 
ENDS (872) 
  
For further information, contact Woking Borough Council's Marketing 
Communications Manager, Karen Porter, on 01483 743024 or email 
karen.porter@woking.gov.uk  
 
Notes to Editors 
 
Dates of public events where the Woking 2026 Team will be available 
 
Friday 30 October, 8.30am to 2.30pm Waitrose Supermarket, West Byfleet 
Saturday 31 October, 9am to 2pm  Woking Farmers’ Market, Town Sq 
Tuesday 3 November, 10am to 4pm Wolsey Place Shopping Centre, Woking 
Saturday 7 November, 9am to 2pm     Byfleet Farmers’ Market, Village Green, 
Byfleet 
Friday 13 November, 8.30am to 2.30pm Sainsbury’s superstore in Brookwood 
Saturday 14 November, 9am to 5.30pm Peacocks Shopping Centre, Woking 
Thursday 19 November, 9am to 2pm Woking Farmers’ Market, Town Sq,  
 

http://www.woking.gov.uk
mailto:planning.policy@woking.gov.uk
http://www.woking.gov.uk
mailto:karen.porter@woking.gov.uk
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Seminars focusing on the Local Development Framework 
 
Wednesday 28 October, 2 to 5pm  H.G. Wells Conference and Events 
Centre, Woking 
Monday 2 November 6.30 to 9.30pm  H.G. Wells Conference and Events 
Centre, Woking 
Monday 9 November 6.30 to 9.30pm The Cornerstone Centre, Camphill Rd 
West Byfleet 
 
Anyone who would like to attend one of these seminars should register in 
advance by calling Woking Borough Council’s Planning Policy Team on 01483 
743871 or email planning.policy@woking.gov.uk 
 

mailto:planning.policy@woking.gov.uk
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Woking News and Mail – 22 October 2009 

 
 
Woking News and Mail – Thursday 29 October 2009 
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Woking News and Mail – Thursday 29 October 2009 
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Eagle Radio news page – 26 and 27 October 2009 
www.964eagle.co.uk 

 
 
 
Woking News and Mail – Thursday 26 November 2009 

 

http://www.964eagle.co.uk
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Woking Magazine – winter 2009/2010 
 

 
 
 
Woking Uncovered (The official business magazine produced by Town Centre 
Management) - autumn 2009 
Page 4 
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Page 17 (centre page) 
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Sainsbury’s Knaphill/Brookwood – 13 November 2009 
 

 
 
Equalities Forum (Maybury Centre) - 19 November 2009 
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Woking Town Square – 19 November 2009 
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Response to the Issues and Options consultation from Government Office for 
the South East (GOSE) 
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Draft Core Strategy - 5 November 2010 – 7 January 2011 
 
Woking Borough Council Press Release  

 
22 October 2010 

A VISION FOR WOKING TO 2027 

A nine-week long exercise to consult local people about the future development 
of Woking Borough up to 2027 will go ahead from 5 November, following a 
decision by Woking Borough Council at a meeting last night (Thursday 21 
October). 

 
Woking 2027 is the Council’s name for the Local Development Framework – a 
new planning policy framework to guide future development in the Borough that 
will replace the existing Local Plan. Amongst other things, it looks at where jobs 
are created, where people can shop, where houses should be built and 
considers the attractiveness of local public space. 
 
Last autumn, the Council consulted people about the main challenges facing 
the Borough and the options available to address them. Following this exercise, 
many of the comments from local people were taken on board and the Council 
is now keen to consult local people about its draft plan for the future. 
 
Although the Council had originally intended to consult people over the 
summer, the unexpected withdrawal of a key planning document called the 
South East Plan by the new Coalition Government back in June caused some 
delays as Council staff and members needed time to consider what the 
implications of this change could be for Woking.  
 
Having decided to continue to use its extensive local research and valuable 
evidence on which the South East Plan was based, the Council has now 
prepared a draft strategy and is keen to hear what local people think about its 
proposals for the development of Woking Borough from now until 2027.  
 
Speaking about the consultation, Cllr Graham Cundy, Woking Borough 
Council’s Portfolio Holder for Planning Policy, said: “The Local Development 
Framework is a very important piece of work which will guide development in 
our Borough up until 2027 and we are very keen to hear what local people have 
to say about our draft plan.  
 
“Whilst the issues are complex, we have tried hard to present them in a way 
that our residents can understand, and we will also be making staff available 
during the consultation period to answer questions and give further information, 
where it is required. We recognise that this consultation will be going on during 
the Christmas period and have allowed nine weeks for people to respond 
instead of the normal six weeks. I would urge residents to take this opportunity 
to have their say about future development in the Borough.” 
 
During the consultation period, the Council’s Planning Policy Team will be out 
and about at shopping centres, farmers’ markets and centres for the community 
to raise awareness of the consultation and answer questions face-to-face. In 
addition, a number of seminars will be held during November and December to 
give people an opportunity to discuss the key issues in detail. 
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To find out where the Woking 2027 team is going to be over the next two 
months or to register for a seminar, please visit 
www.woking.gov.uk/woking2027 or call the team on 01483 743871. 
 
From Friday 5 November, the consultation documents will be posted online for 
people to view at www.woking.gov.uk/woking2027 They will also be available at 
the Civic Offices, the Borough’s libraries and on the Council’s website 
www.woking.gov.uk Hard copies of the document will be available on request 
from the Council’s Planning Policy Team, telephone 01483 743871.  
 
The deadline for all consultation responses is 5pm on Friday 7 January 2011. 
Representations and comments received after this time cannot be taken into 
account. The Council is unable to accept anonymous or confidential responses.  
At the end of the nine-week consultation period, all of the responses will be 
analysed and used to prepare a report which will be made available on the 
Council’s website during spring 2011. 
 
A final Core Strategy will be published in July 2011 and a final six-week 
consultation will take place. All responses to this and the final document will 
then be submitted to the Government in the autumn for their consideration at a 
special public inquiry called an Examination.  
 
ENDS (940) 
  
For further information, contact Woking Borough Council's Marketing 
Communications Manager, Karen Porter, on 01483 743024 or email 
karen.porter@woking.gov.uk 
 
 
***PHOTOCALL***PHOTOCALL***PHOTOCALL***PHOTOCALL* 
 
Date:  Thursday 28 October 2010     Time: 7pm   Place: Civic Offices, 
Gloucester Square 
 
Remember, remember the fifth of November… 
 

 On Thursday (28 October 2010), officers from Woking Borough Council’s 
Planning Policy Team will be using sparklers to spell out the name of  this 
important consultation exercise which begins on Friday 5 November and will 
last for a period of nine weeks. If you would like to take a  photograph to 
accompany this story, please advise Karen Porter on 01483 743024.  

 
 

http://www.woking.gov.uk/woking2027
http://www.woking.gov.uk/woking2027
http://www.woking.gov.uk
mailto:karen.porter@woking.gov.uk
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Woking News and Mail – Thursday 4 November 2010  
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Woking Informer – Friday 5 November 2010   
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Woking library display 
 

 
 
 
Peacocks shopping centre – 3 December 2010 
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Woking Farmers’ Market – 16 December 2010 
 

 
 
 
Youth Council – 9 November 2010 
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The Woking Magazine – winter 2010/2011 

 
 
Woking News and Mail – Thursday 17 February 2011 
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Woking Informer – Friday 18 February 2011 

 
 
 



 

Core Strategy Consultation Statement – Appendix 3 

97 

Core Strategy Publication Document - Monday 25 July - Friday 23 September 
2011 
The Woking Magazine – spring 2011 
 

 
 
 
Surrey Advertiser – 1 July 2011 
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Woking Borough Council Press Release 1 
 
 

18 July 2011 
 
DON’T MISS THE BOAT – HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT OF WOKING BOROUGH 
 
Residents are being reminded not to `miss the boat' as their final chance to 
comment on the Council's plans for the future development of the Borough gets 
underway. 
 
The nine-week long exercise to consult local people begins on Monday 25 
July, following a recent decision by Woking Borough Council. 
 
Woking 2027 is the Council's name for the Local Development Documents - a 
new planning policy framework that will guide future development in the 
Borough. Amongst other things, it looks at where jobs are created, where 
people can shop, where houses may be built and considers the attractiveness 
of local public space. 
 
Last year, the Council consulted people about the draft plan. Following this 
exercise, many of the comments from local people were taken on board, along 
with additional research, and the Council has now produced the Core Strategy 
Publication Document, which will be submitted to the Government in October. 
But before this can happen, the Council needs to know the views of residents, 
especially if they think the document is `sound'. By sound we mean: 

• Does it follow government guidance? 
• Is it based on clear and good evidence? 
• Is it justified and does it deliver the place people want? 

 
Speaking about the final consultation, Cllr Graham Cundy, Woking Borough 
Council's Portfolio Holder for Planning Policy, said: "The Core Strategy is a 
very important piece of work which will guide development in our Borough up 
until 2027, and we are very keen to hear what local people have to say about 
the final version of our plan. 
 
"Whilst the issues are complex, we have tried hard to present them in a way 
that our residents can understand. We recognise that this consultation will be 
going on during the summer holiday period and have allowed nine weeks for 
people to respond. I would urge residents to take this final opportunity to have 
their say about the future development of our Borough." 
 
Local people can view the Core Strategy Publication Document and its 
supporting documents: 

• online at www.woking2027.info 
• at all libraries across the Borough (Woking, Byfleet, Knaphill and West 

Byfleet) 
• at Woking Borough Council Civic Offices, Gloucester Square, Woking. 

 
Those wishing to comment are asked to put their views in writing, preferably on 
a representation form, to reach us no later than 5pm on Friday 23 September 
2011. Representations and comments received after this time cannot be taken 
into account. The Council is unable to accept anonymous or confidential 
responses. 

http://www.woking2027.info
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The Council's Planning Policy Team will also be holding a number of seminars 
during September to give people an opportunity to discuss the key issues in 
detail on: 

• Thursday 1 September, 7pm, Committee Room 1, Civic Offices, 
Gloucester Square, Woking 

• Monday 5 September, 2pm, The Cornerstone Centre, Camphill Road, 
West Byfleet 

• Tuesday 6 September, 2pm, Knaphill Methodist Church, The Broadway, 
Knaphill 

• Wednesday 7 September, 10am, Committee Room 1a, Civic Offices, 
Gloucester Square, Woking 

 
Anyone wishing to attend is asked to register by contacting the Planning Policy 
Team at planning.policy@woking.gov.uk or calling 01483 743871. 
At the end of the nine-week consultation period the document and all of the 
responses will be submitted to the Government in October. They will all be 
considered by an Independent Inspector at a special public inquiry called an 
Examination which will take place early next year. 
 

ENDS  

  
For further information, contact Woking Borough Council's Marketing 
Communications Manager, Andy Denner, on 01483 743026 or email 
andy.denner@woking.gov.uk  
 
 

***PHOTOCALL OPPORTUNITY***PHOTOCALL OPPORTUNITY*** 
 

Time: 6.45pm When: Monday 18 July 2011 Where: Goldsworth Park 
Lake 

 
Members of the press are invited to a photocall opportunity at Goldsworth Park 
Lake where members of the Planning Policy Team will be set adrift on the lake 
as a reminder to residents not to ‘miss the boat’ and have their say on the 
future development of Woking Borough. 

 
 
 

mailto:planning.policy@woking.gov.uk
mailto:andy.denner@woking.gov.uk
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 Surrey Advertiser – Friday 22 July 2011, page 2 
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Surrey Advertiser – Friday 22 July 2011, page 27 
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Woking Informer – Friday 22 July 2011 
 

 
 
 
Woking News and Mail – August 2011 
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The Woking Magazine – summer 2011 
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Woking Borough Council Press Release 2 
 
24 August 2011 
HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF WOKING 
BOROUGH 
Residents are being reminded that a series of informal seminars to discuss the 
Council’s plans for future development in the Borough will be held during 
September.  
 
The seminars, open to the public, will give people an opportunity to discuss the 
key issues in detail. They will be held on: 

• Thursday 1 September, 7pm, Committee Room 1, Civic Offices, 
Gloucester Square, Woking 

• Monday 5 September, 2pm, The Cornerstone Centre, Camphill Road, 
West Byfleet 

• Tuesday 6 September, 2pm, Knaphill Methodist Church, The 
Broadway, Knaphill 

• Wednesday 7 September, 10am, Committee Room 1a, Civic Offices, 
Gloucester Square, Woking 

 
Woking 2027 is the Council's name for the Local Development Documents - a 
new planning policy framework that will guide future development in the 
Borough. Amongst other things, it looks at where jobs are created, where 
people can shop, where houses may be built and considers the attractiveness 
of local public space. 
 
Speaking about the final consultation, Cllr Graham Cundy, Woking Borough 
Council's Portfolio Holder for Planning Policy, said: "The Core Strategy is a 
very important piece of work which will guide development in our Borough up 
until 2027, and we are very keen to hear what local people have to say about 
the final version of our plan.” 
 
Anyone wishing to attend is asked to register by contacting the Planning Policy 
Team at planning.policy@woking.gov.uk or calling 01483 743871. 
 
ENDS (980) 

 
***PHOTO ATTACHED***PHOTO ATTACHED*** 

Please find the image ‘Don’t miss the boat!’ attached for use in your 
publication. Photo features (l to r) Jane Robinson and Rachel Reynaud of the 
Planning Policy Team, with members of Woking Sea Cadets rowing into the 
distance. 
 
Woking Borough Council would like to thank Woking Sea and Marine Cadets 
for their assistance in the creation of the photo. The Cadets are currently 
recruiting young people, aged between 10 and 18 years of age. Anyone 
interested in joining should email wokingseacadets@hotmail.co.uk  
 
For further information, contact Woking Borough Council's Marketing 
Communications Manager, Andy Denner, on 01483 743026 or email 
andy.denner@woking.gov.uk  
 

 

mailto:planning.policy@woking.gov.uk
mailto:wokingseacadets@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:andy.denner@woking.gov.uk
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Surrey Advertiser – 26 August 2011 
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Woking Informer – 1 September 2011 
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Surrey Advertiser – 9 September 2011 
 



 

Core Strategy Consultation Statement – Appendix 3 

108 

News & Mail – September 2011  
 

 
 
 
One of the 14 “Borough Boards” 
 

 
 
Double-sided posters outside and inside Civic Offices, Gloucester Square 
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Knaphill library display – 9 weeks 
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